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2. 


AI^^^UAL  REPORT  OF  THE  l■^EDICi^  OFFICER  OF  HEi^TH  FOR  1931. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldemien  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Hedon. 

Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  upon  the  Health  Services 
of  the  Borough  of  Hedon  for  1951. 

The  follovd.ng  are  the  important  statistical  rates  for  the  year  - 


Death  rate 
Birth  rate 
Still  birth  rate 
Infant  Mortality  rate 


13.07 
24. 28 
50.43 
53.86 


The  latter  tvfo  rates  are  much  higher  for  Hedon  than  for  the  country 
as  a whole,  but  as  the  population  concerned  is  so  small  no  statistically 
significant  inferences  can  be  The  birth  rate  has  risen  for  the  second 

year  in  succession. 


Some  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  this  report,  the 
descriptive  matter  has  been  collected  together  at  the  beginning,  and  most  of 
the  statistical  tables  have  been  grouped  at  the  end.  By  so  doing  I hope  the 
report  will  be  made  more  readable,  as  many  people  wish  to  avoid  statistical 
data,  and  prefer  to  get  a general  picture  of  the  public  health.  For  those  v/ho 
are  statistically  minded  more  detailed  tables  are  available. 

During  1951,  final  steps  were  taken  to  decentralise  the  personal  health 
services  to  divisional  level,  these  consist  of  school  health,  child  welfare, 
health  visiting,  domiciliary  midwifery,  home  nursing,  and  ininunisation.  The 
Borough  is  v/ithin  the  Holderness  Health  Division,  \viiich  consists  of  Hedon  and 
Beverley  Municipal  Boroughs,  Beverley  and  Holderness  Rural  District  Councils, 
and  Hornsea  and  Withernsea  Urban  District  Councils,  It  is  obviously  better  for 
one  Medical  Officer  to  be  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  administration  of  both 
environmental  and  personal  health  services. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  social  problems  is  the  adequate  care  of  old  people, 
I have  had  a number  of  cases  referred  to  me  by  general  practitioners  and  the 
v/elfare  department,  of  old  people  living  alone  vyho  are  incajDable  of  looking 
after  themselves,  but  v/'ho  one  not  sufficiently  ill  to  warrant  admission  to  an 
acute  bed  in  hospital.  These  cases  have  to  be  admitted  to  a clironic  \7ard  and 
as  the  number  of  beds  available  for  this  tyi^e  of  case  are  not  adequate  a fairly 
long  delay  is  often  necessary,  Legc^l  proceedings,  under  section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  are  available  in  urgent  cases  or  \7here  the  ptutient 
refuses  to  go  into  hospital  voluintarily,  hov/ever,  this  section  is  only  used  as 
a last  resort. 


Increasing  the  age  of  retirement  muty  in  som.e  measure  alleviate  the  old 
people’s  problem  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  a man  doing  even  a partial  day’s 
work  maintains  a liappier  mental  and  physical  outlook  on  life  tlian  ^,/hen  he  is 
completely  unemployed.  Some  authorities  Imve  advocated  the  routine  medical 
exaiuination  of  old' people  along  the  lines  of  the  child  welfare  and  school 
health  services,  so  far  this  idea  lias  not  been  popular,  but  if  by  so  doing 
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old  people  could  le  given  vrork  suited  to  their  ability  and  so  be  kept  in  a 
more  healthy  condition,  the  effort  v/ould  p^y  practical  dividends  in  the  sphere 
of  finance  and  human  happiness. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  help 
and  courtesy  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council,  and  other  Officials 
dviring  the  past  year, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


mi.  FERGUSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AUGUST,  1952. 
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SiiNITiiRY  CIRCUlvIST^dYCES, 


HOUSING  AI®  SEl'UiGE  DISPOSaL 


Since  the  end  of  the  v/ar,  64  perr.ianent  houses  have  been  completed 
by  the  Council,  and  32  by  private  enteriDrise.  No  nevj-  houses  were  completed 
during  1951,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  215  applicants  on  the  waiting 
list  for  a council  house. 

During  the  year  nun.ierous  visits  hr.ve  been  made  to  houses  and 
insanitary  premises  in  the  Borough.  Tlic  x^roblen  of  Bond's  Estate  vdll  be  witli 
the  council  for  many  years  to  come,  onlj?'  5 out  of  approxhiiatcly  120  houses  on 
this  estate  are  connected  to  a sev/er,  69  Imivo  cesspits,  o.nd  the  remainder  depend 
on  pail  closets  for  the  disposal  of  sev/a-ge,  Tlie  great  variation  in  the  tjg^e  of 
building  detracts  from,  the  aesthetic  aT)peara.ncc  of  the  area,  Iviany  of  the 
houses  arc  in  a poor  general  sta.t^  of  repair,  and  there  a.re  numerous  huts  and 
shacks  dotted  here  and  there  whicli  ought  to  be  demolished.  The  general  drainage 
from  many  of  these  houses  is  unsatisfactory,  causing  numerous  stagnant  pools  of 
dirtj'  water  to  collect  dTiring  tlie  'Tettor  part  of  the  year. 

Special  reference  i.iust  be  ;.iade  to  the  bestland's  oiDcn  drain  v/liich 
runs  tlirough  the  Borough,  This  drain  takes  se^/erage  froi.i  a number  of  houses  and 
from  time  to  time  has  caused  a nuisance  as  the  v/ater  in  it  is  stcL.gnant  and  foul 
smelling.  The  Council  liave  undertaken  to  have  this  drain  properly  cleaned,  out  in 
the  near  future. 


It  is  hoped,  that  u/ork  on  the  proposed,  nev/  sev/age  scheme  which  vdll 
talce  in  the  new  school  at  Preston  ’.dll  soon  be  started. 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected  b^r  the  Sanitary  Insxjcctor  30 
Total  number  of  inspections  for  housing  d.cfeGts  18 
Number  of  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 
Number  of  houses  found  partly  uifit  for  humon  habitation  3 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrovding  6 
Number  of  ..ovarorowded  fardlies  re-housed  during  the  year  0 

CLOSETS 

Nuiber  of  Privies  in  District  0 
Number  of  Pail  Closets  221 
Number  of  Conversions  - Pails  9 


HATER  SUPPLY 

Hie  Borougb-  continues  to  be  provided  vdtli  a whole soime  vmter  supply 
from  the  City  of  Kings ton- upon- Hull. 

IHLK 

The  County  Council's  saimpling  officers  took  16  saimplcs  of  i.iilk  for 
biological  exaedna.tion  and.  all  vyere  sr.tisfactory. 
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VITAL  STi^TISTICS  FOR  1951  FOUI?  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

^ Sstii.mted 
i Population 

Live  Birth  rate 
per  1,000  iDop'n. 

Still  Birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  Births, 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  pop'n. 

1951 

1,994 

24.28  + 

50.43  + 

13.07  + 

1 1950 

1,942 

23.43  + 

0.  00 

12.86  + 

; 1949 

1,810 

17.68 

30.3 

14.36 

1 1948 

1,857 

17.77 

57.11 

9.15 

i 1917 

1,808 

19.91 

76.92 

15.49 

+ Corrected  "by  comparative  rate. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Len'itimate 


Ivlales  Female  s ' Toto.l 
21  18  39 


lllegitmate 


2 3 5' 


STILLBIRTHS  2 

DEiVTHS  18 

Death  rate  of  infants  ujider  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  Births 

PRBICIPilL  G.-iUSES  OF  DE..TH  DURING  1951, 
Causes  of  Death  Ivkles 


1 

15 


Deaths  from  all  causes 


18 


15 


3 

33 

53.86 


Females  Total 


33 


TuBerculosis,  respiratory  system 
Syphilitic  disease 


1 


2 


2 

1 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disea.So  and  angins. 

Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulsLtory  disee^sos 


2 13 
4 2 6 
4 3 7 
2 *2  4 


Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 


2 


1 

2 


1 

2 

2 


Nepliritis  and  nephrosis 

Congenita.1  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Suicide 
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7. 


EvI'IUNISaTION 

During  the  year  ended  31st  Decer.ibur,  1951}  th'-  nuialer  of  chilfxen 
ii'-Ti-iuiiised  against  Diphtheria  was  as  follows 


Under  5 years 

5 to  19  years 

Total 

Boo sters 
(o.ll  o.gos) 

29 

i 

1 

30 

168 

VACCIlfATION 


The  nunher  of  persons  vaccinated  or  revaccinc.ted  during  tlie  yeesr  Y/as  as 

folloY/s 


i 

i 

; Und^-r  1 1 to  A 

5 to  14 

15  & over 

Total 

iNuniber  vaccina.tcd 

: 14  i - 

1 

1 

16 

iNuanber  re-vaccinated 

- 

- 

2 

2 

IvLtTSfflMITY  i-dID  CHILD  VfELE'.Jffl  SEaVICES, 

CHILD  hTCLP.;RE  CLIKIC 

A clinic  v/as  held  nonthly  at  the  i'illison  Hall  and  attendmees  Y/ere  as 


folloY/s 

Under  1 year 
of  ag^e 

Between  1 and  | 
5 years  of  age  i 

Total  number  of  attendances  moLde 

277 

l68  1 

Total  nujmber  of  children  vdio  attended 

31 

62  j 

GEIERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEiJLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  .kREA. 


HOSPITi-LS 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  usuc.lly  sent  to  the  Isola.tion  Hospital 
at  Cottinghoxi, 

Lk^ORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  for  pathological  oxaisination  ara  sent  to  the  Royal  Infirr.iary  at 

Hull. 

Bacteriologics.l  and  biological  oxai.rinations  of  i.iilk,  Virater,  and  ice-cream 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Research  Council  in  Hull. 

iuijBUL.ucE  Facilities. 


Tlio  conveyance  of  a>.ll  cases,  including  infectious  diseo.se,  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  xiuthority. 
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